Comments on Sheckley’s passing at Making Light: 
#2 ::: Eileen Gunn ::: (view all by) ::: December 09, 2005, 03:22 PM:
Not unexpected, but sad.

He certainly showed me, in my formative years, what could be done with language to make it funny. 

11 ::: Lenny Bailes ::: (view all by) ::: December 09, 2005, 07:51 PM:
Sheckley is science fiction's O'Henry. 

Without touching Google:
"The Minimum Man"
"A Ticket To Tranai"
"Skulking Permit"
(and the novels)

After a light Google prompt:

"Seventh Victim"
"The Prize of Peril"

Of course. Not my favorites, but those are his early claim to fame: the dead-accurate descriptions of reality TV that made the world take notice of him. 

Then, with the list  (http://www.stuarthamilton.f9.co.uk/paradox/sheckley/biblio.html)  in front of me:

THE LAST WEAPON
THE LAXIAN KEY
DOUBLE INDEMNITY
**THE ACCOUNTANT**
GHOST V
THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE
THE SWEEPER OF LORAY 
MEETING OF THE MINDS

I like the novels, too: "Dimension of Miracles" and "Mindswap," the tokens of the surrealistic '60s; "Immortality Incorporated," his first novel, written in '50s prozine dialect was the first serious "back from the dead" story I ever encountered. "Journey of Joenes" modernizes Greek mythology ahead of "Giles Goat Boy." It's a precursor of the style Sheckley fell into, later on, with Roger Zelazny. 

The novels gave us the Theory of Searches, and the Twisted World. 

But his short stories were organisms that spurred the evolution of all short stories in modern science fiction.

Bob would still be around in a kinder continuum -- writing the continuity for a sensationally-popular version of something Farscape.

12 ::: Jordin Kare ::: (view all by) ::: December 09, 2005, 09:29 PM:
Sad news. Dimension of Miracles was one of my favorite books for many years, and I can still quote lines from it: "Kettle drums sound ominous note. Ominous note sounds kettle drums." I wonder if Douglas Adams read DoM; Sheckley's planet-building Engineer had much in common with Adams' Magrathea. "We get our subatomic particles from subcontractors" indeed.
14::: Henry Wessells ::: (view all by) ::: December 09, 2005, 09:56 PM:
. (And surely he invented reality TV with "The Life of Anybody" and even before that with "The Prize of Peril".): "Watchbird." "A Wind Is Rising." "Paradise II."
#39 ::: Martin Olson ::: (view all by) ::: December 28, 2005, 03:37 AM:
[….]  I'll end with the best thing this craggy Jewish leprechaun ever said to me. He said all of his stories started with the same premise: Sympathy With All Things. In a universe in which a god and an apple have the same signficance, no more, no less, the most terrifying monsters have their personal problems, and gods get self-absorbed and annoying just like the rest of us. Therefore there really are no monsters, no gods. We're all the same, stuffed in different sausage-casings, connecting when we have Sympathy with one another. Bob's simple message, packaged with paradox. Served with his delicious, ruthless wit. And always with a whimsical kindness and forgiveness for his characters, who were always in need of money, food and sex. Like the Man of a Thousand Disguises in Options, and the Gods in Dimension, they were all, blatantly, Himself. 

Opinions on Sheckley's work
"If the Marx Brothers had been literary rather than thespic fantasists ... they would have been Robert Sheckley." — Harlan Ellison
"I had no idea the competition was so terrifyingly good." — Douglas Adams
"Sheckley at his best is Voltaire and Soda." — Brian W. Aldiss
Fran’s Sunday Ruminations: Faith, Doubt, And Lent
(from “Eternity Road” http://www.eternityroad.info/index.php/weblog/2006/03/)
1. "The God Business" 

Maudsley looked thoughtful and said, "To my way of thinking, the existence of a God or Gods is obvious and inevitable; and belief in God is as easy and natural as belief in an apple, and of no more or less significance. When you come right down to it, there's only one thing that stands in the way of this belief." 

"What's that?" Carmody asked. 

"It is the Principle of Business, which is more fundamental than the law of gravity. Wherever you go in the galaxy, you can find a food business, a housebuilding business, a war business, a peace business, a governing business, and so forth. And, of course, a God business, which is called 'religion', and which is a particularly reprehensible line of endeavor. I could talk for a year on the perverse and nasty notions that the religions sell, but I'm sure you've heard it all before. But I'll just mention one matter, which seems to underlie everything the religions preach, and which seems to me almost exquisitely perverse." 

"What's that?" Carmody asked. 

"It's the deep, fundamental bedrock of hypocrisy upon which religion is founded. Consider: no creature can be said to worship if it does not possess free will. Free will, however, is free. And just by virtue of being free, is intractable and incalculable, a truly Godlike gift, the faculty that makes a state of freedom possible. To exist in a state of freedom is a wild, strange thing, and was clearly intended as such. But what do the religions do with this? They say, 'Very well, you possess free will; but now you must use your free will to enslave yourself to God and to us.' The effrontery of it! God, who would not coerce a fly, is painted as a supreme slavemaster! In the face of this, any creature with spirit must rebel, must serve God entirely of his own will and volition, or must not serve him at all, thus remaining true to himself and to the faculties God has given him." 

"I think I see what you mean," Carmody said. 

"I've made it too complicated," Maudsley said. "There's a much simpler reason for avoiding religion." 

"What’s that?" 

"Just consider its style -- bombastic, hortatory, sickly-sweet, patronizing, artificial, inapropos, boring, filled with dreary images or peppy slogans -- fit subject matter for senile old women and unweaned babies, but for no one else. I cannot believe that the God I met here would ever enter a church; he had too much taste and ferocity, too much anger and pride. I can't believe it, and for me that ends the matter. Why should I go to a place that a God would not enter?"

The above passage, from Robert Sheckley's classic Dimension Of Miracles, has stood me in very good stead for a long time -- not as a condemnation of faith, but as a meter stick by which to measure the distance that lies between any particular religion or church and true ministry in the name of God. 

"God businesses" have been numerous in the history of Mankind. From one vantage, it would seem inevitable; as a human desire must underlie any business, every aspiring entrepreneur looks for under-served desires to cater to, and what desire has been more constant or ardent over history than the desire to know the mind of God? From another, the thing looks quite as reprehensible as Sheckley has painted it: something to be avoided at any cost, and condemned whenever and wherever found. 
COLLECTIONS OF SHECKLEY SHORT STORIES (# of stories in brackets)
UNTOUCHED BY HUMAN HANDS (13) 1954 BALLANTINE
CITIZEN IN SPACE (12) 1955 BALLANTINE
PILGRIMAGE TO EARTH (15) 1957 BANTAM; 1959- CORGI- UK
STORE OF INFINITY (8) 1960 BANTAM
NOTIONS UNLIMITED (12) 1960 BANTAM
SHARDS OF SPACE (11) 1962 BANTAM
THE PEOPLE TRAP (14) 1967 VICTOR GALLANCZ- UK
CAN YOU FEEL ANYTHING WHEN I DO THIS? (Aka The Same To You Doubled) (16) 1974 DAW
THE ROBERT SHECKLEY OMNIBUS ( ? ) 1973
AFTER THE FALL (1) 1980 SPHERE (UK)- edited by Sheckley
THE ROBOT WHO LOOKED LIKED ME (10) 1982 BANTAM
IS THAT WHAT PEOPLE DO? THE SELECTED SHORT STORIES OF ROBERT SHECKLEY ( ? ) 1984 
DIMENSIONS OF SHECKLEY (2002) 

Lenny’s Favorite Sheckley Short Stories:
SEVENTH VICTIM 1953 GALAXY (1) R
THE DEMONS 1953 FANTASY (1) R
SKULKING PERMIT 1954 GALAXY (2) R
THE ACCOUNTANT 1954 THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SF (2) R
A TICKET TO TRANAI 1955 GALAXY (2) R
A THIEF IN TIME 1954 GALAXY (2) R
ASK A FOOLISH QUESTION 1953 SCIENCE FICTION STORIES (2) R
PILGRIMAGE TO EARTH (LOVE INC.) 1956 PLAYBOY (3) R
GHOST V 1957 GALAXY (7)
THE PRIZE OF PERIL 1958 THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SF (4)
THE MINIMUM MAN 1958 GALAXY (4)
THE STORE OF THE WORLDS (WORLD OF HEART’S DESIRE) 1959 PLAYBOY (4)
THE NATIVE PROBLEM 1956 GALAXY (5)
GREY FLANNEL ARMOR 1957 GALAXY (5)
PROSPECTOR’S SPECIAL 1959 GALAXY (6) R
THE SWEEPER OF LORAY 1959 GALAXY (6) R
MEETING OF THE MINDS 1960 GALAXY (6) R
THE LAXIAN KEY 1953 GALAXY (7)


